QUOTES ABOUT DATING AND COURTING

(Published in Marriage Can Be Forever--Preparation Counts! Third Edition 2007, Chapters 9 & 10)

“...[T]here is nothing in the Bahá’í Writings which relates specifically to the so-called dating practices prevalent in
some parts of the world, where two unmarried people of the opposite sex participate together in a social activity. In
general, Bahá’ís who are planning to involve themselves in this form of behavior should become well aware of the
Bahá’í Teachings on chastity and, with these in mind, should scrupulously avoid any actions which would arouse
passions which might well tempt them to violate these Teachings. In deciding which acts are permissible in the light
of these considerations, the youth should use their own judgment, giving due consideration to the advice of their
parents, taking account of the prevailing customs of the society in which they live, and prayerfully following the
guidance of their conscience. It is the sacred duty of parents to instill in their children the exalted Bahá’í standard of
moral conduct, and the importance of adherence to this standard cannot be over-emphasized as a basis for true
happiness and for successful marriage.”
(On behalf of the Universal House of Justice: February 5, 1992, to an individual)
The following is a letter written by the Universal House of Justice in response to an inquiry from a father about his
sons:
“As you know, courtship practices differ greatly from one culture to another, and it is not yet known what
pattern of courtship will emerge in the future when society has been more influenced by Bahá’í Teachings. However,
there is no indication that it will resemble the practices extant in existing cultures…. In this interim period, the friends
are encouraged to make great efforts to live in conformity with the Teachings and to gradually forge a new pattern of
behavior, more in keeping with the spirit of Bahá’u’lláh’s Revelation. In this context, we offer the following
comments.
“Although a Bahá’í may, if he chooses, seek his parents’ advice on the choice of a partner, and although
Bahá’í parents may give such advice if asked, it is clear from the Teachings that parents do not have the right to
interfere in their children’s actual choice of a prospective partner until approached for their consent to marry.
Therefore, when discussing the issue of courtship with your sons, it would be best to discuss it on the level of
principle without reference to individuals.
“In the context of the society in which your family now lives, a society in which materialism, selfcenteredness and failing marriages are all too common, your sons may well feel that it is wise to have a long period of
courtship in which the prospective partners spend much time together and become thoroughly acquainted with each
other’s character, background and family. This practice does not in itself contradict Bahá’í law and, as it is not
unacceptable in … [country name removed], it appears to be a viable option. As you are aware, Bahá’u’lláh ordained
that Bahá’í engagement should not exceed 95 days, and, although this law has not yet been applied universally, it
highlights the desirability of marrying quickly once the decision to marry has been firmly taken and parental consent
obtained. However, in a relationship in which such a decision has not been taken and in which the law of chastity is
strictly observed, there is no objection, in principle, to a prolonged friendship in which the two individuals entertain
the possibility of marrying each other at some time in the future.
“You have mentioned that your sons like to invite their girlfriends to spend a lot of time with the family and
that you are not entirely happy with this situation. Each family member has rights which should be respected, and if
you wish to have some time in your home without the presence of non-family members, the other members of your
family should take this seriously into consideration. However, we hasten to point out to you that the situation which
you describe, in which your sons wish their friends to be involved with your family, is much more in line with the
Teachings than the common pattern in Western countries in which many youth virtually exclude their parents from
interacting with their peers, sometimes distancing themselves from their families in order to have the freedom to
engage in frivolous and even unchaste behavior….”
(Universal House of Justice: August 28, 1994, to an individual)

